Other editions: Mobile | Hews Feeds | E-Hewsletters | Text Alerts Find itz Jobs | Cars | Beal Estate | Apartments | Deals | Dating | Cls

greenbay

pressgazeﬂe‘mm Find what you are looking for ... Search
m . | ENTERTAINMENT

FAG about new site  Press-Gazette's front page  Hewspapers in Education

g Comment, Blog & Share Photos

Log in | Become a member | Search people

Editorial: Congress must find solution to immigration issue

2 Commerts (23] ¥ Recommend &5 Print this page #8 E-mail this aticle B Share (2] Type Size s A A

It's clear fram a recent story by the Wisconsin Center for Investigative Journalism that the political gridloclk
aver immigration refarm has forced some Wisconsin dairy farmers to make tough choices.

KRR CongressEmusttake action,

The independent government-watchdog organization eatlier this manth
took an in-depth ook at the politics surrounding immigration2 and its
impact an the growing numhber of dairy farmers wha rely an immigrants to
rur their operations.

Maore than 40 percent of the state's dairy industry workers are immigrants,
according to a study cited in the story. The study, released lastyear by the
Liniversity of Wisconsin-Madison Program an Agricultural Technoloogy
Studies, states thatWisconsin's dairy industry is "undergoing natahle
structural changes" inthat its farms are declining in number, yet getting
larger and producing more. Those factors have led to an increased
dependence an hired workers.

The Wl story indicated that many of the state's daing warkers are in the
LInited States illegally and risk deportation under existing immigration

trouble by hiring undocumented workers or charging mare for milk to make
up the lahor cost. Some say they would have to consider closing their farm
without immigrant labor.

The story guoted Laren Walfe, a dairy producer in Western Wisconsin, who
said her family has had difficulty finding hired hands locally who are "willing
to get dirty and waork the long hours" it takes to run their farm.

"“We need {mmigrants) to milk cows orwe'd barely he in business " Walfe
said, referring to Hispanics who work for her family farm near the Buffalo
County community of Cochrane.

Congress has attermpted to pass immigration reform &, most recently
underthe George W, Bush administration, but failed in 2007 . President
Barack Obama, who campaigned on the issue and talked about tackling it
early in his administration, has not moved forward on it

Drairy producers support the Agricultural Job Qppotunities, Benefits and
Security Act, dubbed the Agdobs kill, which would reform the seasonal
wiarker prodgram and offer a path to citizenship for immidrant farm waorkers who tmeet certtain conditions.

Whether for ar against immigration reform, many Americans believe the systerm needs a major fix
According to a Pew Research public apinion poll lastvear, 63 percent of respandents surveyved said they
favored providing a way for illegal immigrants currently in the countr to gain legal citizenship if they pass
hackground checks, pay fines and have jobs.

Congress should openly debate the metits of the Agdahs bill. Until some kind of immigration reform
package is passed, inaction is costing Wisconsin farmers and ultimately consumers.
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